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TO MRS. KIRKPATRICK

[Sidney,] August ad, 1813.

. . . . An agreeable change in our affairs, has
produced a delightful change in my feelings. Mr. S. has
received an appointment1 to a new and most respectable
office, which will enable us to pass our winters in the
city. I cannot describe what a revolution it has pro-
duced in my feelings. I now feel no dread of the winter.
. . . . New scenes, new objects, new characters, will
carry our thoughts and feelings abroad; we shall have
something to think of and feel for besides ourselves.
. . . . I expect in many ways this change will be
highly beneficial to our sisters and children. For Mr.
Smith and myself we were quite contented and happy,
tho' both of us still retain a sufficient relish for society,,
to be pleased with prospects of passing a few months of
the year in the city.

It was a most unlocked for affair, and offer'd by Mr.
Madison in the most flattering and obliging manner. It
was quite as much of a surprise to Mr. S. as to myself.
We had laid all our plans in the country for the next 3 or
4 years, and some serious regret mingles with the pleas-
ure Mr. Smith feels. He took very great delight in his
rural occupations and was healthier and happier than I
have ever known him. But the interests of the family
conquered every selfish feeling. . . .

1 Commissioner of the Revenue.   He held the office till it was abolished
by law. than her. We expect Mrs.
